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In the Claims : 

L (Currently Amended) A louver assembly, said assembly comprising an 
enclosure, a plurality of louvers formed in the enclosure and positioned parallel to each 
other, the plurality of louvers having substantially the same configuration, each of the 
louvers having a front edge on a front portion, a rear edge on a rear portion, and an 
intermediate edge located between the front edge and the rear edge, adjacent louvers 
being spaced apart from each other such that a line extending along the front portion from 
the front edge to the intermediate edge of a lower louver extends to and intersects the rear 
edge of an upper louve r and the intermediate edge of a first louver is displaced outwardly 
from a line extending between the frontedge and the rear edge of an adjacent louver . 

2. (Currently Amended) The louver assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein 
each of the plurality of louvers comprise a front portion and a rear portion that meet at an 
angle defining the intermediate edg e that ip dioplaood away from a straight lino oxtonding 
b e tw ee a - t he- front e dg e and th e r e ar e dg e. 

3. (Original) The louver assembly as defined in claim 1 wherein the rear 
portion of each of the louvers is oriented in a generally horizontal plane. 

4. (Original) The louver assembly of claim 3 wherein the front portion of 
each of the louvers is in a plane angled downwardly in the direction toward the front 
edge. 

5. (Currently Amended) A welding apparatus comprising an enclosure 
having a front panel and a rear panel and a base to enclose therein an interior area to 
contain components for the welding apparatus, a louver assembly formed in at least the 
rear panel, the louver assembly comprising a plurality of louvers positioned side by side 
parallel to each other, the louvers having substantially the same cross-sectional profile, 
each of the louvers having a front edge, a rear edge and an intermediate edge located 
between the front edge and the rear edge, wherein a front portion of each louver has a 
generally uniform cross-section that inclines from the front edge to the intennediatc edge 
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and a rear portion of each louver has a cross-section generally horizontal to the welding 
apparatus and tapered from the intermediate edge to the rear edge, adjacent louvers being 
spaced apart from each other to prevent a probe of predetermined diameter from passing 
the rear edge of any one of the louvers. 

6. (Currently Amended) The welding apparatus as defined in claim 5 
wherein eaefe-e^the plurality of leavers has a front portion and a-the rear portion oPeach 
of the plurality of louvers Aat-mcet together at an angle to form the intermediate edge. 

7. (Original) The welding apparatus as defined in claim 5 wherein the louver 
assembly is formed in both the front and rear panels* 

8. (Currently Amended) The welding apparatus as defined in claim 6 
wherein the rear portion of each of the louvers is in q piano that io siibotonticilly 
horizontal generally longer than the front portion . 

9. (Original) The welding apparatus as defined in claim 8 wherein the front 
portion or each of the louvers is in a plane angled downwardly in the direction toward the 
front edge, 

1 0. (Original) The welding apparatus as defined in claim 5 wherein the probe 
is a straight cylindrical probe and has a predetermined diameter of 2.5 mm. 

11. (Currently Amended) A vent assembly to provide air flow into an 
enclosed heat generating apparatus comprising a series of louvers, each louver having a 

j front non-tapered p ortion with a front edge and a rear tapered p ortion with a rear edge 
separated by an intermediate edge, the front portion being at an angle to the rear portion 
with the intermediate edge being a point of deflection, each louver taporod from the front 
odgo to the roar edg e and h aving a substantially identical cross-section and arranged such 
that an object having a predetermined width inserted between two louvers cannot pass 
past the rear portion of any louver. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The vent assembly of claim 11 wherein the rear 
tapered p ortion of each louver is arranged generally horizontally and the front non- 
tapered p ortion is arranged downwardly from the intermediate edge. 

13. (Original) The vent assembly of claim 11 incorporated into a welder 
having two sets of louvers, one set positioned on an air intake and one set positioned on 
an air discharge, the welder constructed without screening on either the air intake or the 
air discharge. 

14. (Currently Amended) The vent assembly of claim 11 wherein the louvers 
arc arranged such that a plane defined by the front non- tapered p ortion of a first louver 
intersects the rear tapered P OTtion of a louver above the first louver. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) The vent assembly of claim 13 wherein the set of louvers are 
connected to one another through a single center post, 

17. (Original) The vent assembly of claim 13 wherein the set of louvers is 
constructed of a one-piece assembly wherein a lower half of the assembly includes the 
series of louvers terminating at a midpoint of the assembly. 

1 8. (Original) The vent assembly of claim 17 wherein an uppermost louver is 
formed without a horizontal rear portion, and is constructed such that the front portion is 
connected to a vertically extending member that forms an upper half of the one-piccc 
assembly to form front and rear panels of the welder. 

19. (Original) The vent assembly of claim 1 8 wherein the vertically extending 
member of the uppermost louver includes mounting bosses extending therefrom for 
attachment of the one-piece assembly to the welder. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A vent assembly to provide air flow into an 
enclosed heat generating apparatus comprising: 

a series of louvers, each louver having a front portion and a rear portion 
separated by an intermediate edge, the front portion being at an angle to the rear portion 
with the intermediate edge being a point of deflection, each louver having a substantially 
identical cross-section and arranged such that an object having a predetermined width 
inserted between two louvers cannot pass past the rear portion of any louve r while 
maintaining a line of sight through the scries of louvers between adjacent louvers : 

a welder having two sets of the series of louvers, one set positioned on an 
air intake and one set positioned on an air discharge, the welder constructed without 
screening on either the air intake or the air discharge; and 

wherein the louvers of each set are connected to one another through a 
single center post. 

21. (Currently Amended) A vent assembly to provide air flow into an 
enclosed heat generating apparatus comprising: 

a scries of louvers, each louver having a front portion and a rear portion 
separated by an intermediate edge, the front portion being at an angle to the rear portion 
with the intermediate edge being a point of deflection wherein the intermediate edge is 
displaced outwardly from a line connecting a front edge and a rear edge of an adjacent 
louver, each louver having a substantially identical cross-section and arranged such that 
an object having a predetermined width inserted between two louvers cannot pass past 
the rear portion of any louver; 

wherein the vent assembly is incorporated into a welder having two sets of 
louvers, one set positioned on an air intake and one set positioned on an air discharge, the 
welder constructed without screening on cither the air intake or the air discharge; and 

wherein the set of louvers is constructed of a one-piece assembly wherein 
a lower half of the assembly includes the series of louvers terminating at a midpoint of 
the assembly. 

6 

PACE 6/12 * RCVD AT 5/13/2004 3:39:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF.1/7 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:12623762994 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):03-32 



May. 13. 2004 2:38PM ZPS GROUP LLC 
Cigelske Jr., James J. 



No. 4475 P. 7 
S/N: 10/065,582 



22. (Previously Presented) The vent assembly of claim 21 wherein an 
uppermost louver is formed without a horizontal rear portion, and is constructed such that 
the front portion is connected to a vertically extending member that forms an upper half 
of the one-piece assembly to form front and rear panels of the welder. 

23. (Previously Presented) The vent assembly of claim 22 wherein the 
vertically extending member of the uppermost louver includes mounting bosses 
extending therefrom for attachment of the one-piece assembly to the welder. 
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